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advised or have not advised and the
content of their advice must not be
disclosed outside Government without
their authority.6%"
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2.10"The Law Officers must be consulted
in good time before the Covernment
is committed to critical decisions

involving legal considerations.®4"
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"There is a further protection to the law
officers in that there is a convention
of the House of Commons that a
Minister who faces criticism must
defend his policy or action himself
without attempting to hide behind
the law officers’ opinion. This means
that the Minister who is advised by
the law officers that he cannot do
something simply has to say ‘l just can
not do this.” He is not allowed to say,
‘l cannot do it because the Attorney-
General tells me that | cannot.7°"
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